
Urban Wildlife Photo Club
June 2021 Newsletter

Next Membership Meeting: June 14th, 2021

Online meeting at 6:45 PM

SEE BELOW FOR MEETING LINK 

INFORMATION

Club Contact Information
Address: COUWPC

PO Box 270501

Louisville, CO 80027-0501

Email: uwpc@comcast.net Website http://www.couwpc.com
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A link for the online meeting will be sent out a few days before the 
meeting and again as a reminder about an hour before the meeting.

June Program  - Dawn Wilson

Dawn Wilson will present to the club her insight, knowledge and 

experience about photographing in national wildlife refuges. With more 

than 560 across the U.S., including at least one in every state, there is 

no shortage of great photo opportunities in these areas. She will 

discuss tips on visiting refuges, some of her favorites and why, and 

some of the benefits of photographing in the refuges.

mailto:uwpc@comcast.net
http://www.couwpc.com/
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Ms. Wilson's writing and photography has been published in

regional and national magazines, including Outdoor Photographer,

Motor Home magazine, Colorado Outdoors, Colorado Life, and

many more. She serves as President for the North America Nature

Photographers Association (NANPA) and frequently presents to

camera clubs, nature organizations and youth groups about

photography, the outdoors, travel and business strategy.

In 2015, she began a 15-month journey traveling across the U.S. to

photograph and document some of the most amazing wildlife and

landscapes. She is currently working on the adventure narrative

telling the story of adversity, love and nature on the road.

To see more of her work, learn about presenting opportunities, sign

up for one of her workshops or inquire about stock images or prints,

visit DawnWilsonPhotography.com.

Dawn Wilson is an award-winning, professional nature 

photographer specializing in photographing the wildlife of 

high latitudes and high altitudes of the Rocky Mountains and 

Alaska. Wildlife photography isn't just about pretty portrait 

photos, but also includes images that tell the story about where 

they live, how they live and what affects their habitat.
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Some of Dawn’s Images
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MEMBER MONTHLY IMAGE SUBMISSION
Members and first-time guests are encouraged to submit images 

for a gentle critique. We are not a competitive club, but we do 

strive to help our members learn and improve their photographic 

skills. Guidelines are below.

We have both open and theme image categories:

May Critique and Theme images due by May 3rd

Send to: uwpcimages@comcast.net

•June Theme – Canyons

•July Theme – Humans in Nature

PLEASE READ THE FOLLOWING REQUIREMENTS FOR IMAGE LABELING, ESPECIALLY 
THE USE OF SPECIAL CHARACTERS (NO @) AND NAMING NEEDS. If I get really busy, 

I may not be able to accept images that don’t follow these “rules.”

PLEASE ADHERE TO THE DATE & SIZE REQUESTED -1MB or less
Two categories at each meeting - THEMED AND OPEN
•Maximum of 4 images total and no more than one themed image
•Email files one week before the scheduled meeting to 
uwpcimages@comcast.net Please use this one!
•Send themed category images in an email titled 'themed images'
•Send open category images in an email titled 'critique images'
•If your image is selected to appear on the club website, the website caption 
will be derived from the file name. Be sure that your name and the image title 
as you would like them to appear on the website are included in the file 
name. Use only letters (a-z and A-Z), numerals (0-9), dashes (-), underscores 
(_), and the single dot before ".jpg" in file names. Avoid using blanks. Use 
dashes (-) underscores (_) and capitalization to indicate word boundaries (e.g. 
Bob_Dean-Trees_In_Snow.jpg or BobDean-TreesInSnow.jpg). It is acceptable to 
include other information that identifies the image in file names, but you risk 
the possibility that this information will be misinterpreted by the webmaster. 
Although it's unlikely, the image BobDean_TreesInSnow_27583.jpg might end 
up on the website with the title "Trees in Snow 27853.“

mailto:uwpcimages@comcast.net
mailto:uwpcimages@comcast.net
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OPTIONAL Descriptive information for each critique image should 
be as follows:
Exposure data should, for example, include f/stop, shutter speed, 
ISO, any exposure compensation, and any filter information. Post 
processing enhancements should include only those things beyond 
simply cropping, sharpening, noise reduction, etc. such as HDR, 
panorama work, color enhancements, exposure changes, etc. If you 
can put the image data (if you choose to include it) as text in the 
body of the email as opposed to an attached word or excel file, it 
would be appreciated! Makes life easier if everyone does the same 
thing.

MEMBER MONTHLY IMAGE SUBMISSION CONT’D

IMAGE
IMAGE 
TITLE

SPECIES LOCATION CAMERA LENS
EXPOSURE 

DATA

POST 
PROCESSING 

ENHANCEMENTS

Critique 1

Critique 2

Critique 3

Please don’t use an @ in the exposure 
information as when I copy it into the slide 

presentation, the computer sees it as an email 
address, and I need to retype rather than copy.



ANNOUNCEMENTS AND NOTES
Writers Wanted

We are ALWAYS looking for material to put in the newsletter and on 

the Urban Wildlife website. If you want to be “published,” feel free to 

write (and add images if you want) on any subject about which you 

think the members would like to read. Don’t worry about grammar or 

style, we’ll do a bit of editing if you’d like. 

Send them to uwpc@comcast.net and enter it on the website: 

http://oururbanwildlife.org/

Thanks this month to Tom Loucks and Mary Kiesling for two fun 

articles. See pages 10-15
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2021 Meeting Plans NO CHANGES FROM LAST MONTH:

mailto:uwpc@comcast.net
http://oururbanwildlife.org/
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Contributions to oururbanwildlife.org have been stagnant for a few 

months. At this point, we don’t need any administrative help with the site, 

but we do need contributions. Here are some of the ways that folks could 

help:

• Contributing photos

• Contributing blog posts (Curtis might edit posts, but only lightly for 

clarity)

• Links to blogs or websites.

• Soliciting others to write blog posts – any friend, acquaintance, or family 

member with special interest or knowledge of wildlife would be welcome

• Contributing articles

• Finding articles that we can reprint and getting permission to do so.

• Promoting the site to other clubs. I’ve found that promoting the site in 

person has been more effective than other methods.

• Promoting the site on social media. We already have a Facebook page 

set up for it and could add folks as admins to that page. We can work 

together to set up Twitter or other social media accounts.

• Contacting “celebrity” photographers for contributions – written or 

photographic. These folks could be known as photographers – such as 

John Fielder – or known for other work (journalism, politics, business, 

etc.) with an interest in photography – such as Tom Green on 9 News.

Please consider doing something to help this project along! If you have 

questions, contributions or ideas and are not sure what to do, contact me 

at uwpc@comcast.net or Curtis Johnson at curtis.e.johnson@comcast.net

The other website!

Hey folks, please consider contributing to Our Urban 
Wildlife. Submissions did increase since I sent information 
to other clubs, but since then they have slowed!

oururbanwildlife.org
mailto:uwpc@comcast.net
mailto:curtis.e.johnson@comcast.net


Colorado Urban Wildlife Photo Club 8

Kudos

If anyone has an image published, places in a contest or gets any 

kind of recognition for their work, please let us know and we’ll get it 

into the newsletter. Also, if you are doing something for the wildlife 

in our state shoot me an email.  Please do use email: 

uwpc@comcast.net to alert us. (If you tell me verbally at the online 

meeting or on the phone, I can almost assure you that I’ll forget!)

mailto:uwpc@comcast.net


Some thoughts on Photo Contests:

Whenever you think about entering a photo contest you should very 

carefully read the Ts and Cs. I know that the legalese can be daunting but 

there are a lot of contests out there that are a “rights grab.” Make sure 

that the ones you enter specifically lay out the image ownership 

agreement. Whenever you send in images to a contest you are entering 

into a contract. You really should consider only those contests that have 

very limited usage of your photos and state in their rules that YOU retain 

full ownership of the image. When you read the fine print on image usage, 

watch out for those contests that demand the right to use all your entries 

for their own purposes, not just the winners.

For a current egregious example check out: 

http://www.nanpa.org/warning-photo-rights-grab-by-new-jersey-division-

of-fish-and-wildlife/
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BBC Wildlife Magazine Monthly Photo on going Contest

Information at:

http://www.discoverwildlife.com/your-photos/photo-

contest

Contest Information Website;

If you’d like a resource that has just about all the contests out 

there, take a look at Photo Contest Insider at 

https://www.photocontestinsider.com/contest/all-themes/

PHOTO CONTESTS

http://www.nanpa.org/warning-photo-rights-grab-by-new-jersey-division-of-fish-and-wildlife/
http://www.discoverwildlife.com/your-photos/photo-contest
https://www.photocontestinsider.com/contest/all-themes/
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Fourteen times – the Charm! (by Tom Loucks)

For fourteen years we have been blessed with a pair of mallards coming 

to see us and visit our water feature in April or May – we like to presume 

they’re the same pair, again and again.

Their routine seems to be the same, most years.  They enter our back 

yard from the north of the house, waddle over to the pond on the east 

side, take a swim, and then waddle out the south side and onward.  Some

years they repeat this twice or thrice, and then they are gone till the following year.  

This year (April 2021), we have been watching the drake stand guard while the hen 

goes for a swim (Figure 1), and they generally take turns, so next the hen stands guard 

while the drake takes a dip (Figure 2).  This next part is funny – the drake determines 

that he’s had enough, stands tall on his toes (Figure 3) at the edge of the pond, flaps 

his wings, and heads down to the lawn and starts walking.  The hen looks at him, 

exits the pond, looks again, and then returns for yet another swim.  They did this 

several times before the drake convinced her it was time to leave.

Then we saw some new behavior – to exit the pool, the hen swam to the edge, hooked 

her bill on the curb, and pulled herself out.  My photo just misses the pulling action as 

she raises her head after pulling (figure 4).  

Next, the hen came down to the lawn, joined the drake, and they grazed our grass for 

a few moments (Figure 5), but, after a walk in the grass, they both decided to take 

another swim.  Back up to the pool they went, and this time the drake would actually 

tip over and sample the bottom of the pool while the hen did all the swimming 

(Figure 6).

Then they must have agreed it was indeed time to move on.  Both mallards came out 

of the water and, as the drake headed back down to the lawn, the female first grabbed 

a drink (Figure 7) and practiced her best one-legged Arabesque (Figure ) on the edge 

of the pool before descending to join the drake on the lawn – she was far more 

relaxed about the whole routine.  Then we’re not sure what happened next:  maybe a 

neighbor’s dog came out, but all of a sudden, they burst into flight and were gone.
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Fourteen times – the Charm! (by Tom Loucks) cont’d
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A Bluebird Trail in Colorado by Mary Kiesling

It's spring. The Mountain Bluebirds are arriving. My volunteer time is 

starting for another season of monitoring nesting boxes.

Loading the car with an extra box, tools (including a drill), notebook, lunch 

pack, sunscreen, hat, jacket, snacks and water, I am ready to go. 

After leaving Greeley, two more volunteers are picked up. The drive up to 

Cameron Pass is beautiful with blue skies. 

Adding one more volunteer to our group, we are headed to Walden. Just west of 

Walden, we begin our Bluebird Trail route to monitor 47 wooden nesting boxes that 

are being used this year. These boxes have been placed throughout Jackson County.

We are into our 23" year of monitoring the boxes which began as a cooperative 

project with the Colorado Division of Wildlife (now Colorado Parks and Wildlife) and 

the Denver Audubon Society. These boxes are monitored four to five times during 

the season. The route we travel is about 200 miles, most of it on dirt roads.

Arriving at our first box which is fastened onto a wooden fence post, we are out of 

the car, anxious to look inside the box. When approaching each box, we knock 

gently on the side of it. It's a way of letting any occupant know that the front of the 

box is going to be opened. This gives the adult bird a chance to leave the box if it 

wants to. Leaving the box makes it easier for us to look inside to view its contents. 

The majority of the nesting boxes are located four to five feet high fastened onto 

wooden fence posts. When a nesting box is high enough that it is difficult to view 

the inside, we use a small hand mirror held inside the box to show what and how 

many are in the box. Property owners had previously been asked for permission to 

mount the boxes. Most of these boxes are around water of some type (lake, stream, 

field irrigation). 

Lifting up the front panel of the box we peer in to see a very neat grass nest. The 

Mountain Bluebirds have claimed this box. Sometimes a Tree Swallow will claim a 

box for its nest which is similar to the Bluebird’s nest. The difference is that the 

Swallow nest is deeper than the Bluebird’s and is completely lined with feathers.
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After viewing the nest, the front of the box is closed and secured. Back in the 
car, a simple report form is filled out. Now we drive on to check Box #2 in this 
area.
A usual sequence of our five trips would be to observe: 1) nest construction; 
2) egg count; 3) counting of young; 4) record the number of birds fledged; 
and 5) cleaning out of the box so that it is ready for the next
year.

Depending upon the previous winter's weather, when we open a box on our first 

trip in late May, we sometimes will find that a complete nest has been constructed 

and already contains Mountain Bluebird eggs. Wonderful to count them and record 

the number. A long-term goal of the Bluebird Trail Project is to gather monitoring 

data from Colorado. At the end of the season the numbers will be sent to the 

Cornell Laboratory of Ornithology.

When arriving in the spring from the south, Mountain Bluebirds seem as blue as

the sky. They migrate in flocks of usually more than 100. The size of bluebirds is

about 6-7" in length. They are smaller than a robin and the bluebird's eyes, bill, and

legs are black. Sometimes their early spring arrival mixes with late spring

snowstorms which can prove to be fatal for many of these beautiful birds. The

males have the sky-blue color while the females are mostly gray in appearance with

bright markings on wings and tail.

Bluebirds are early migrants. Males arrive several weeks ahead of the females. 

When females do arrive, the male shows her several nest sites, and she decides 

which one they will use. They like a fairly open habitat of large meadows, sage 

lands, and some trees. They may nest in holes other birds such as woodpeckers 

have made in the trees. Wooden boxes are a good replacement for the nest sites 

lost in natural habitat and are best placed at the edge of a clearing. The nice thing 

about the nest boxes is that they provide a somewhat weather-proof cavity. All 

three species of bluebirds (mountain, eastern, western) are cavity dwellers 

choosing a site that has been created and used previously by another bird. With 

the loss of habitat in some areas, putting up a nesting box is a good thing to do.

A Bluebird Trail in Colorado by Mary Kiesling cont’d
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Once the eggs are laid, incubation periods are about 13-15 days with the actual

fledging (leaving the nest) being around 19-20 days.

Bluebirds will mainly eat insects like spiders, grasshoppers, ground beetles, crickets,

caterpillars, etc. in short vegetation. Being primarily an insect-eater, the mountain

bluebird may launch from its perch quickly to the ground to grab a meat. Both

parents will be feeding the young once they have hatched. The bluebird's enemies

include squirrels, raccoons, snakes, weasels and sometimes cats. Occasionally

another larger bird will try to enlarge the opening to the nest box in order to get

inside for its meal. In this case we put a new door patch on the front of the box.

Bluebirds tend to be very tolerant of humans. We are glad for that since we are at

several times during the spring/summer seasons peering into their cozy homes and

using gentle voices to talk to them.

Being volunteers with a program, it is always so interesting to see tie various stages

of growth once tie eggs hatch. The chick uses its egg tooth near the tip of its beak to

help break out of the shell. The young are born naked, featherless, with stubs for

wings, yellow beaks, and large unopened eyes that you can see through their

transparent skin.

Nests are usually composed of fine grasses and are shallow. The female

does most of the nest building, but the male does bring material to the

site occasionally. The nests are very neat and clean. The female will lay

4-6 pale blue eggs. One egg is laid early every morning until the clutch is

complete, end then the incubation begins. The female does most of the

incubating since she has a brood patch and the male does not.

During the first 24 days, the feathers develop under the skin and the chick is

beginning to show its fuzzy down. The mouths of the young seem huge compared

to the size of the rest of their body. At 5-7 days the feathers begin to break

through the skin and the eyes begin to open. Days 8-11 show rapid growth and

feather development. The young birds' eyes are open completely now.

A Bluebird Trail in Colorado by Mary Kiesling cont’d
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A Bluebird Trail in Colorado by Mary Kiesling cont’d

With 47 nesting boxes to monitor each trip we make, it is always a

surprise and interesting to see the various stages of nest building, egg

laying. hatching, and growth of the young. Being in a volunteer

program provides wonderful opportunities for the sights and sounds of

the environment. We definitely do enjoy being a part of this project.

To be continued.


